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Tim Willis – C&SE Panel Chair 

 

Tim is Director of Finance & IT for Housing in the States of Guernsey, where he has 

worked since 2012. Prior to that he ran his own consultancy business and worked for a 

housing consultancy. He has worked in the third sector, as Chief Operating Officer for 

the National Union of Students; and held a variety of senior local government roles 

including Director of Finance & Corporate Services at two ALMOs and Assistant Director 

of Finance and Head of Service Finance at Ealing and Newham. 

 

Tim is Chair of Trustees at the London Early Years Foundation, a childcare charitable 

social enterprise. He has been chair for four years and a trustee for five years. Although 

LEYF is 110 years old, in the last few years it has grown rapidly and sees itself as a 

leading social enterprise. 

 

He has also worked with charities in Guernsey, providing strategic leadership and 

facilitation. He has raised money for charity through sponsorship, including having 

completed the charity London to Brighton walk in 2012 and the round-Guernsey Itex 

walk in 2013. Since moving to Guernsey he also takes every opportunity to go out on his 

kayak. 

 

 

Don Beckett 

 

Don has over 30 years’ experience within the NHS at various financial and managerial 

posts. These have ranged from Audit Team Manager, Deputy Director of Finance to his 

current role as Practice Manager of a large GP Practice. He has held various positions at 

a local level within the NHS and is currently a member of the Wyre Forest CCG Audit 

Committee. He has been a CIPFA member for over 20 years and is active in ensuring 

that his personal development is annually appraised. 

 

Don has held a number of trustee positions within various charities and is currently a 

managing trustee of a large independent evangelical church in Worcester and a trustee 

of a small medical charity. He is also a Governor at Kidderminster College where he 

Chairs the Finance & Personnel Committee and acts as lead Governor for Safeguarding 

for the college. 

 

In his spare time Don enjoys golf, reading and he has a private pilot’s license and so on 

occasions you may see him flying over Worcestershire and Warwickshire in a Cessna 

light aircraft! 

 

 

Nick Brooks 

 

Nicholas Brooks FCA, DChA, is a partner in the city office of Kingston Smith and heads 

up the not for profit sector group. Nick has over 20 years’ experience in providing audit 

and advisory services to the nfp sector. 

 

Nick is one of the leading UK advisors concerning audit, accountancy and tax for 

charities, and writes and lectures on a wide range of charity matters. 

  

He is a judge for the annual On-line Charity Accounts Awards, Treasurer and an 

Executive Committee member of the Charity Law Association, Fellow of the Institute of 

Fundraising and Chairs both ICAEW Charities Technical Committee and the Charity & 

Voluntary Sector Group. Nick has just stood down as Chair of CABA, a substantial grant-



making organisation. He has been recently been asked to join the NCVO’s Executive Pay 

Inquiry 

 

 

Nigel Davies 

 

Nigel Davies is a qualified accountant and is Technical Secretary to the Charity SORP 

Committee and Deputy Head of Accountancy Policy at the Charity Commission.   

He prepares technical papers on accounting issues for the Committee and comments for 

the Commission on IPSASB and IASB consultations.  

 

He leads for the Commission on accountancy related collaborations with umbrella 

organisations, professional accountancy institutes and technical panels and working 

parties. He regularly speaks at events and conferences on charity accounting issues and 

publishes articles on charity accountancy matters. 

 

Nigel joined the Commission in 2001, first heading up the Accountancy Unit team in their 

Taunton office and subsequently becoming Deputy Head of Financial Regulation before 

taking up his current policy role. 

 

 

Anne Davis 

  

Anne Davis is a consultant in the not for profit sector. She previously worked at the 

ICAEW (Institute of Chartered Accountants in England & Wales) as Head of Charities and 

the Voluntary Sector, (2010-2013) and Integrity and Ethics Manager (2004-2010). She 

was the author of the ICAEW’s Reporting with Integrity report (2007) and of Instilling 

Integrity in Organisations (2009) (www.icaew.com/integrity).  She has written numerous 

articles and has made many presentations to audiences with an interest in ethics and the 

charity and voluntary sector.  

  

As Head of Charity and Voluntary Sector at ICAEW, Anne had responsibility for shaping 

ICAEW's engagement with the sector and delivery of technical and member 

support.  This included representations to consultations, delivery of events, 

communication and advice to members. 

  

Anne is an Economics graduate of the University of Cambridge and a Chartered 

Accountant (FCA).  She also holds a PgDip in Charity Accounting and Financial 

Management (with Distinction) from the Cass Business School, City University 

London.  She trained with Coopers & Lybrand and has also held financial and 

management roles with National Provincial Building Society (now part of Santander), 

Whitbread and General Motors Asset Management. 

  

Anne is treasurer for Carers Trust Cambridgeshire, a trustee for the Coalition for 

Efficiency and a Visiting Fellow of the University of Huddersfield’s Financial Ethics and 

Governance Research Group (FEGReG) 

http://www.hud.ac.uk/research/researchcentres/fegreg// 

 

 

David Ellis 

 

David Ellis joined CIPFA in July 2012 as an Advisor with the Finance Advisory Network 

(FAN) after a 30 year career in local government. David possesses an extensive 

knowledge and practical understanding of Local Authority Statements of Accounts and 

the IFRS-based Code of Practice.  

 

http://www.icaew.com/integrity
http://www.hud.ac.uk/research/researchcentres/fegreg/


Outside of his CIPFA role David is Trustee / Honorary Treasurer to local charity, Access 

Community Trust, helping the disadvantaged in Suffolk and Norfolk with support for 

housing, health, wellbeing and education and employment. 

 

When not working in an ‘accountant’ role, David enjoys riding roller coasters and thrill 

rides around the world and sharing his experiences on his YouTube channel. A Guinness 

World Record holder, David’s video of the Mieders Alpine Coaster in Austria is one of the 

most viewed roller coaster videos of all time! 

 

 

Christine Lewis 

 

Christine is Director of Finance and Fundraising at Aquaterra Leisure. She is a Chartered 

Management Accountant with extensive and wide ranging experience across the public 

and not-for-profit sectors, most recently as Finance Director of a national health charity, 

and previously an education charity. 

 

Christine has an in depth knowledge of charity accounting and governance and is 

responsible for all aspects of Aquaterra’s finance function, provides support to business 

development and commercial activities and leads Aquaterra’s fundraising strategy, 

building on the success of the current partnerships and community projects.  

 

 

John Maddocks 

 

John Maddocks is a Technical Manager at the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and 

Accountancy (CIPFA), and is an accountant with over 20 years’ experience of working in 

and with co-operatives, charities, and social enterprises. 

 

He works closely with the CIPFA Charities and Social Enterprises Panel and the CIPFA 

Sustainability Working Group and has contributed to a range of CIPFA publications, 

courses and workshops on related topics. Previous publications include ‘Social enterprise 

and public service delivery’ and ‘Whole life costing’, and John also contributes regularly 

to the CIPFA TISonline information service. 

 

Prior to joining CIPFA John was Director of Research at the Centre of Excellence in 

Accounting and Reporting for Co-operatives (CEARC), at Saint Mary’s University, Nova 

Scotia. He has continued his involvement in research which now includes integrated 

reporting as well as not-for-profit and co-operative accounting and reporting. 

 

 

Alison Murdoch 

 

Alison started her professional career with the GLC having graduated from Birmingham 

University in 1982, where she read Geography. She then moved to the Corporation of 

London, particularly enjoying her time as Senior Accountant for the Guildhall School of 

Music and Drama as she is a keen singer. Amongst other things she spends several 

weekends a year at various Cathedrals as part of a choir which deputises for Cathedral 

Choirs when they are away. 

 

Alison has two grown up children and lives with her husband, Tony, in Winchmore Hill. 

During her years as a full time mother, she acted as Treasurer for various organisations 

and did some audit/independent financial examination work for local charities. Eventually 

this lead to part time employment in the charity sector starting with a Church 

Community Centre and finally to the position of Clerk to the Trustees of Lewisham 

Parochial Charities where she ran two almshouse charities and three small grant making 

trusts. 



 

In 2008 Alison returned to the City as Director of Charities at The Haberdashers’ 

Company, one of the Great Twelve Livery Companies of the City of London. This involves 

managing the grant making trusts of which the Company is trustee, running a small 

almshouse charity and acting as the focal point for the Company’s relationship with the 

eight Church of England Parishes of which it is Patron.  

 

Apart from a lot of singing, in her spare time Alison enjoys cooking and entertaining and 

is treasurer for the South Herts Branch of the Motor Neurone Disease Association. 

 

 

Grenville Page 

 

Grenville has a wealth and diverse range of Board level and Audit Committee experience 

both as an executive and as a non-executive/trustee from across the Public Sector – 

Local Government, NHS and Central Government, and more recently within housing, 

social enterprises and charities. He is a qualified accountant and highly experienced 

finance, business and governance professional. He started his career in Local 

Government, has been a Finance Director in the NHS and held several senior positions in 

the Department for Work and Pensions including Head of Governance for DWP.    

 

Grenville is now managing a portfolio career – consultancy, interim director and non-

executive roles largely working in the health, social care, housing and well-being sectors. 

He is Vice Chair and governance lead at Central Manchester Clinical Commissioning 

Group, a non-executive member of the Audit Committee of the Law Society, and 

Treasurer at Greater Manchester Centre for Voluntary Organisation.  

 

Grenville is married with a daughter. He is a member of the National Trust, enjoys 

photography and music, and follows motor sport 

 

 

Simon Perks 

 

Simon is Director of Sockmonkey Consulting and works with organisations in the public, 

not-for-profit and social enterprise sectors to help them to make better decisions, to 

improve their performance and to achieve better value for money. He is an experienced 

researcher and consultant with a strong track record of working with clients across the 

local government, higher education, central government, NHS, not-for-profit, social 

enterprise, trade union and other sectors. 

 

In addition to being a chartered public finance accountant, Simon has degrees in political 

science and theoretical physics. He speaks English, French, German and Russian fluently 

and can get by in Dutch, Mandarin Chinese and Spanish. He is also a skilled coach and is 

currently studying for the Institute of Leadership and Management’s postgraduate-level 

Certificate in Executive Coaching and Leadership Mentoring. 

 

Simon is a volunteer advisor for Voluntary Action North Somerset, where he provides 

free monthly drop-in advice sessions to local charities and voluntary sector groups. 

When he is not working, Simon enjoys a range of outdoor pursuits, such as hiking, 

running, sailing and kayaking. He is also a keen writer, astronomer, photographer, 

gardener, baker and tea drinker. He lives just outside Bristol with his wife, Natalie, and 

Molly, his Labrador dog. 

 

 

Claire Stuart 

 



Claire is currently Accounting Advisor for the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator 

(OSCR), where she has worked since 2011.  In this role Claire undertakes a varied 

workload offering accountancy advice both internally within OSCR and externally to 

charities. 

 

Claire trained as an accountant with a local firm where she qualified as an ACCA in 2001.  

She remained in private practice until 201, latterly specialising in charities. 

 

 

David Taylor-Smith 

 

David is currently an Assistant Director of Regulatory Operations for the Social Housing 

Regulator. He is responsible for the effective regulation of a number of providers; this 

work includes financial and governance aspects. Previously he has held a number of 

senior roles within a variety of local authority finance and IT functions. He initially 

became interested in the third sector through his work as a housing association board 

member; a sector where many of the providers enjoy charitable status. 

 

David is also a member of CIPFA’s North West Society Council and serves on the region’s 

Southern Members’ Executive. 

 

Outside work, one of David’s passions is wildlife conservation and photography: he is co-

founder of a small charity (www.Tigers4Ever.org ) dedicated to Indian tiger conservation 

in harmony with local communities. 

 

http://www.tigers4ever.org/

